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ISSUE 3 Summer  2017  

F R E E ð PLEASE TAKE A COPY  
Please pass on to someone else once youôre finished and help spread the news and save a tree! 

Visit our website for up to date news: www.northfieldcentre.co.uk  
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  Building Better Opportunities Programme 

 
The Building Better Opportunities programme is funded via the BIG Lottery and European Social Fund.  A wide 

range of partners across Staffordshire are working together to reach those furthest from the job market. 

At the Northfield Centre we are providing work experience and volunteer opportunities for participants on the BBO 

programme to enable them to gain skills and confidence to help them find a job.  Whilst on the BBO programme 

participants will be supported to help them gain new skills and update their CVs. Training will be provided to support 

the role you choose, there is the opportunity to experience different roles across our programme to increase your 

skills. 

We have created an new booklet which features the opportunities  this is available on-line on our website 

www.northfieldcentre.co.uk or to pick up from our reception desk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will be looking to work with partner organisations who would like to provide work experience or volunteer 

opportunities.  If you are looking to recruit new staff this is an excellent way of getting to know the abilities of 

potential employees  through a fully supported programme which assists our BBO participants to gain new skills in 

the labour market.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Northfield Centre,  

Magnolia Avenue, 

Stafford, ST16 3DU 

 

Info@northfieldcentre.co.uk 

 

 

01785 248733 

If you are interested please get in touch 

http://www.northfieldcentre.co.uk
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  Work-Routes Programme ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ Ƨƻō ŦƻǊ 

ǘƘŜƳΦ 
Work Routes helps unemployed people find and sustain employment.  The free service enables jobseekers to 

improve their skills and employability and create a personal plan to find the right job for them. 

 

Regular 1-2-1 personal guidance is available from a friendly adviser, as well as group training and exclusive local 

jobs vacancies.  

If you are interested in the programme please speak to one of the staff in the centre. 

ǾŀŎŀƴŎƛŜǎ 
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  Report on the Summer Fair 

 
 

 

Partners from the Centre came together for a day 

of family fun and sunshine including Aspire, The 

Rotary Club and The photographic Society The 

day started off with dancing  from Groove 

Academy kids club showing off their latest moves. 

 

 
 

The Urban Explorers ran a young persons  

photography workshop which was a great success 

and has carried on into the summer holidays.  

 

 

 

Lesley and Janet had a stall of lovely handmade 

items including cards, cushions and doorstops.  

 

 

 

 

Seida had a very busy day giving neck and  

shoulder massages and painting nails.  

 

 

This was the first event I have helped to organise at 

the Centre and hope everyone enjoyed themselves. 

Thanks to the Stepping Stones Caf® for the tasty 

barbecue and thank you to everyone who took part 

and supported us on the day.  

 

A special thank you to the  

Photographic Society for providing the funding for 

the bouncy castle.  

!ÂÉ $ÁÖÉÅÓ 
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       Screw Fix Donation 

 
Screw Fix have 
kindly donated 
Ã200 to the centre 
as part of their 
Community fund.  
The donation is to 
fund two community 
events at the 
Northfield Centre. 
 
Ian Bossons the 
centre manager 
said ñI would like to 

personally thank Screw Fix for their kind donation. It will allow us to 
put on two evenings which will be much appreciated by the 
residents of Elmwood and Limewood  and all the local surrounding 
residents of the Northfield Villageò 
 
Jean Jarvis who is the managing director of Fuse said.  ñI was 
delighted to be invited to accept the cheque on behalf of Fuse.  
Donations such as this help us to deliver wonderful events which 
make a real difference to the local community. 
 
 

!ÎÄÒÅ× 'ÏÕÌÄ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÃÒÅ× &ÉØ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÉÎÇ  ÔÈÅ ÃÈÅÑÕÅ ÔÏ *ÅÁÎ *ÁÒÖÉÓ -$ &ÕÓÅ 
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Family Fun Events held on 
Wednesday 9

th
 and 

Wednesday 23
rd
 August for 

families to bring their 
children along to join in with 
crafts and game activities.   
 
The sessions cost Ã3.00 
per child and lunch box was 
provided by Stepping 
Stones caf®.   
 
The first session on the 9

th 

August, we had 7 children 
attend with parents and 
grandparents also joining 
in.   
 
We are hoping more 
children come along to the 
23
rd
 August event, as our 

tutor, Kate Bainbridge will 
be showing how to make 
puppets. 
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Tracey Gould  the new - BBO Community  

Engagement and Volunteer Co-ordinator 

 
 

Hi everyone!  Iôm Tracey Gould and have two boys now 25 and 
28 years old.  I am a nanny to two little girls and Lewis, my lovely 
but slightly mad springer spaniel.   
 
I am pleased to have the opportunity to be working for FUSE 
Enterprise CIC, as the BBO Community Engagement and 
Volunteer Work Co-ordinator based at The Northfield centre.  
 
For 17 years, I have worked for charitable and infrastructure 
organisations in partnership with public, statutory and 
businesses throughout Staffordshire and West Midlands.  I have 
volunteered for a local scout group from being a parent helper, 
assistant scout leader and at present, as Chairperson.    
 
Over the next few months, I aim to meet BBO partners and key 
people within the Stafford community to introduce myself, as Iôd 
like to get to know local people and raise awareness of the BBO 
project.   
 
Iôm here to help you!   
 
¶ Understand the benefits of volunteering for the many 
positions available.   

¶ Support people wanting to work towards employment. 
¶ Help to access training to increase your skills and knowledge. 
¶ Build friendships through the social activities and fun 
opportunities.     

 
If youôd like to find out more or would like to 
get involved, please give me a call and have 
a chat on 01785 248733  or 07816 510347   
 
 

4ÒÁÃÅÙ 
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Stepping Stones Caf® and bar serves a 

range of delicious, locally sourced, food 

throughout the day and provides a 

wonderful setting to enjoy one of our 

delicious Barista style coffees with our 

renowned cakes  

The  special large breakfast offer including a 

free tea, coffee or orange juice has proven 

so popular that we are going to extend the offer into the autumn. 

With the autumn fast approaching we are putting on a new menu incorporating a variety 

of healthy home made soups, stew and casseroles ideal  for the cooler weather.  You 

can even enjoy a cool glass of our crisp Sauvignon Blanc or a delightfully Shiraz in our 

lounge area.   

All our patrons are welcome to use our free Wi-Fi or public access computers at the 

Northfield Centre. 

The caf® provides its excellent coffees, cakes and 

sandwiches to take away too. So if you are in a rush and 

haven't time to stay and enjoy the ambience then donôt 

feel you need to miss out!  

The Caf® is also available to hire for events, parties or 

functions with renowned bespoke buffets and we can 

offer a licensed bar too. 

The Stepping Stones Caf® support us to help raise funds 

which are ploughed back into the centre. 

 

Jane Godfrey Chef Manager 
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 Office Space 

To Let 

 
We have an office within the centre 

to let.  If you are interested in 

finding out more about this please 

contact Ian Bossons. 

 

 01785 248733 

ian.bossons@northfieldcentre.co.uk 
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Computer Centre  
Northfield Centre, Stafford, ST16 3BZ  

Do you need help with accessing the internet and searching for 

information?  Would you like to learn how to type a letter or send an 

email to a friend or family member?  Perhaps you would like to take 

pictures with your digital camera and download them onto the 

computer to use on a greetings card or a personalised calendar? 

 

There are so many different things that you can learn, and we are 

here to help.  Learning can be fun, come and give it a go. 

 

Our computer centre is open every weekday afternoon to adults with 

disabilities, and we offer IT tuition and support in a friendly and 

relaxed environment.   

 

If you would like to know more about the computer centre please 

telephone Linda on 07756913569 on Mon ï Friday afternoons between 

1.00pm ï 4.00pm or call in for 

a chat any weekday afternoon. 

 

We also need more 

volunteers!  If you have 

computer skills and some free 

time on your hands, you could 

help us to support our learners 

and give them the extra help 

that they need.  I am sure that 

you would find it enjoyable 

and very rewarding. 

Gayner 

Beam would like to say a big old fashioned "thank you" to 

Ian and the team, particularly Abi, at The Northfield Centre. 

We chose The Northfield Centre as a venue to deliver our 

Universal Credits course; we found everyone extremely 

welcoming and were given a lovely room to work in. Drinks 

arrived on time and staff were always available if we needed 

them. We would recommend the venue to anyone and look forward to running events 

there in the future. It really is a lovely venue. 
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  ñThis Girl Canò projectðevaluation report  
  

Groove Academy and the Northfield Centre were successful in securing funding to run a programme targeting 

Mumôs with young children who do less than 30 minutes physical exercise per week. 

  

The programme ran for 10 weeks from May to the end of school term and had great attendance from Mumôs 

with children in the classes and not.  It was run as taster sessions for Mumôs to try different aerobic and dance 

classes.  They were taught Zumba, Salsa, TAPfit, Rock n Roll and even had a Spice Girls Medley 

choreographed for them.  The fun and laughter only grew as the weeks went on and result in a couple of the 

women taking up regular weekly classes as a result. 

  

Comments include; 

óThis is like guilt free time for me as my daughter is in the Mini Groovers class whilst I am joining in this classô. 

óI would never of had the confidence to come to a Zumba class on my own.  I canôt believe how much I have 

enjoyed the experience!ô 

  

The 40minute classes will restart mid September on Saturday mornings from 10.10 ï 10.50am to coincide with 

the Mini Groovers class for 5-8yr olds at the Northfield Centre 

 
If you know anyone who would be interested please contact  

Kate Beauchamp on 01785 413 230 or email 

 

¢IL{ DLw[ /!b 

¢Ƙƛǎ DƛǊƭ /ŀƴ ƛǎ ŀ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŀŎǝǾŜ 
ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƴƻ 
ƳŀǧŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜƭƭ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ƛǘΣ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ 
ƭƻƻƪ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ Ƙƻǿ ǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀŎŜ ƎŜǘǎΦ 
CǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ¢ƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ [ƻǧŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ōȅ {ǇƻǊǘ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΣ ǿŜ 
ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ 
ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ ƧǳŘƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǎǘƻǇǇƛƴƎ 
ǘƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǊƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴΦ 
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Groove at the Northfield Centre 
 

As one of the first clients to move into the Northfield Centre, 

Groove Academy have an extensive class timetable operating. 

They cater for Grandparents to Grandchildren with an extensive 

timetable.  The Childrenôs classes have seen óMini Grooversô and 

óDancing Divasô excel and build in character.  Childrenôs dance 

partyôs are the most recent venture to explode.  The adult classes 

can help you build strength, improve you core, burn calories or 

learn a new dance skill.  With classes during the day and in the 

evenings, there are lots of opportunities for you to build regular 

activity into your day. 

 

Up coming activities include dance workshops and short courses. 

 

The timetables, and events, course and workshop details can all 

be found on www.grooveacademy.co.uk or by calling 01785 

413230 

Kate Beauchamp 

§ email 
enquiries@grooveacademy.co.uk 

§ Tel:01785 413 230 


